
3. Readings
Please comment on the quality of the readings in the course. Did the readings present the subject matter
clearly? To what extent did the readings stimulate your intellectual curiosity and independent thinking?

The readings can sometimes be hard to grasp, and reading assignments were difficult to figure out. However, if
in need of help, it is always a great source.
The readings were good but somewhat lengthy.
The book doesn't leave much room for stimulating independent thinking. As it is so easy to consider it as an R
Programming course than anything else. So the coursebook, should contain some questions or concepts which
trigger students' interest in that area.
The textbook was okay. It was sometimes hard to find exactly what I was looking for and the examples were
often unrelated to the precept questions. I liked that the textbook outlined each step for every code, and that it
made swirl problems easier.
I didn't read often. I would skim through the text to understand the chunks of code and apply these techniques to
my own. The book was helpful especially if I was working alone in my room, but I didn't fin it incredibly
stimulating.
For the most part, the book was very helpful in everything we were taught and in assisting in application in POL
245. The readings often confused me, but it was completely new and difficult material. The readings often
stimulated independent thinking.
Readings were not enforced, and I know classmates who didn't do the readings and maintained a fair or
excellent grade.
The readings were clear; however, I felt that the formatting was confusing because for some problems I wanted
more of an explanation like possibly elaborating more in the comments of the actual code would have been very
beneficial.

4. Precepts - Asya Magazinnik
Please comment on the quality of the precepts. How did they contribute to your learning in the course? To
what extent did the preceptor raise challenging questions, help clarify course material, and encourage broad
student participation? Was the preceptor responsive to students’ questions, opinions, and criticism?

Asya was great in that some people who were more in-tune with r just needed an answer to learn off from, but
those who were not were also given a chance to be challenged. There were some pacing issues, so perhaps an
extra help in the background would remedy that situation.
Precept was very effective in allowing me to both review lecture material with real, hands-on data, as well as
prepare me for the upcoming problem set. Asya was very helpful in clarifying information from lectures and
showing creative ways to work through the R software.
Asya was an amazing resource in this class, as she was always eager to answer my questions, and her
explanations to problems were always phrased in a way that was clear to understand. The collaborative effort
with which we worked through precepts also taught me a lot and I generally found the precepts to be an
enjoyable experience. I wouldn't know about how Asya would respond to criticism as there was no need for any.
Asya is an excellent preceptor. Her quality of instruction was high and she showed exceptional dedication to
providing assistance. Additionally, Alex Kustov and InYoung Park were exceptionally helpful.
She was a great preceptor in that she cared enough about helping all her students to follow along the material.
She spent time explaining concepts and helping students review and understand the coursebook better.
<br/><br/>Something I appreciate the most about her was that she is so receptive of students' ways of doing
things and she would explain concepts from their perspective.<br/><br/>And she acknowledged the participation
of the students who gave their best effort to the precept. In fact, Asya did everything to make the precept an
excellent learning environment.
Asya was fantastic. SHE IS SO CALM AND PATIENT. HER CHARACTER MADE A DIFFERENCE. THANK
YOU ASYA. She also was able to properly discern how much guidance to give me, and seemed to have alot of
practice working with students.
I enjoyed precept because I felt that they provided me with a strong base when working on problem sets. Asya
alway made sure that we understood the way the code worked and asked us to analyze our results so that we
truly engage with the data.
Everything always seemed to come together in precept, from the lecture, reading and even swirl. Asya was the
perfect precept. She is very kind, understanding and patient. Asya was wonderful at clarifying material so that
everyone in the class could understand. She still asked us many questions and helped us find the answer in our
own heads. Asya encouraged all of us to participate in class. She was very responsive to every student and
their needs.
Asya's precepts were very helpful, but I also wish, somewhat like lectures, that we had spent more time
understanding the coding with the examples we did in precepts. I enjoyed the precepts' hands-on approach and
smaller group setting compared to lectures.
I felt that I retained most of my knowledge from the course through the precepts. I found that Asya really
explained things well and always had a positive and approachable attitude. She was always willing to answer
questions and explained things in a really logical way that it would definitely alleviate a lot of my struggles with



some code.

5. Overall Quality of the Course
Please comment on the overall quality of the course. What worked particularly well and in what ways might
the course be improved?

The course was enjoyable and meaningful. It could be improved by making time a more valuable resource.
The course was excellent. I learned so much from the instructors, especially from Will Lowe, graduate student In
Young Park, and undergraduates Vilma Jimenez and Tyler . This course sparked an interest to further invest
time in statistics and machine learning.
Overall, I felt I learned a lot in this class, and more importantly I usually found the content to be quite interesting.
The only thing I could complain about were the swirl problems which we were asked to complete, as it often felt
like a waste of time. Though certain parts of the program taught me essential skills, there were frustrating parts
throughout that were quite annoying to solve. This is largely because the computer program seems to have a
very strict parameter of acceptable answers, despite the fact that programming is an endeavor that can often
produce multiple methods to solve one problem. Nevertheless, I hope the fact that I'm complaining about one
tiny aspect of the course speaks to how good this class was in general.
The course was excellent.
The course was very good! The coursebook is well written and self-explanatory. And whoever reads it won't
struggle that much in classes. The amount of help that students get with the Quantlabs should be monitored
though. It won't help students that much in the future if they can't do the actual coding themselves because they
have not learned how to rely on themselves enough. And the course staff should figure out ways to encourage
students to read the textbook and help them started with their individual work a little bit earlier. Thus, introducing
quizzes or midterms might help with encouraging students to read and follow the plan of the course as well as
the content.
The course was great. A little hard to adjust to in the beginning but overall, very satisfying.
Quantlabs were incredibly helpful and Socratic Swirl was a great refresher for important tools. <br/>For next
year, during pre-orientation weekend (or before) there should be a workshop or video that maps out POL 245
and the programs used. I felt that the course took a while to take off, which is upsetting since the more into the
course i got the more fascinating I found the material. Its very important to waste the least amount of time
possible.
The combination of lecture, precepts, and swirl worked together well to help complete problem sets. Some of
the problem set and quantlab questions were misleading and/or unclear which made them very difficult to
answer without a significant amount of help.
This course was phenomenal from lecturer to preceptor to tutor. I felt that we had the best support group with
QuantLab instructors then the other STEM courses offered at FSI.
The help sessions on thursdays and sundays were essential to my understanding in the course and going to
those benefitted me very well. To improve this course, I feel like possibly outlining which concepts are important
to understand using key terms such as clustering or loops in the QuantLabs would be good for students to
check if they had any questions or needed to refresh independently with some readings.


